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The Sunbeam
Club Calendar

SEPTEMBER 13 Regular meeting of the Central Iowa 
Aeromodelers. Meeting at the field.  
6:30, P.M. as the sun time is getting less! 

 Bring a Show’N’Tell

October 8  Modelaires Fall Auction in Ankeny. See Flyer or go 
to: http://www.desmoinesmodelaires.com/2016-fall-

auction.html

Modeling Excursions 
by Mark Taylor 

Club VP and Travel Advisor 

The “Next Level” of RC flying enjoyment is attending events 
in other venues

While Frank and Rich and Keith and Dave and I went as far 
away as Lakeland Florida to attend Top Gun in 2007, we have 
generally found that shorter trips offer a lot more Bang for the 
Buck and there are some really good events close by that we’ve 
been regularly attending for a decade

Here’s just a brief review of August 2016 events I attended, 
and some pictures

1)      Owatonna, MN: only 2 hours north on I-35, yet 
perhaps my favorite of all. Hosted by Tim Johnson and friends on 
a 1,200 ft-long private field, there is no snootiness, no pressure to 
show off, or even fly, yet it routinely features 90-120 pilots and at 
least twice that many planes, some of them phenomenal creations 
of art and technology. Dave and I went for the full four days this 
year and even with occasional rain showers the first two days, we 
flew like crazy and gawked like tourists. When I (soon?) reach the 
point where I’m too old to fly the big birds, I will still go up there 
every year to watch the show and eat their now-famous BBQ and 
sweet corn Saturday night

http://www.desmoinesmodelaires.com/2016-fall-auction.html
http://www.desmoinesmodelaires.com/2016-fall-auction.html
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2)      Fond du Lac, WI: a bit of a longer drive, but an even larger 
collection of World-class RC pilots and airplanes, I think 200 pilots 
this year. It’s a 6-hour drive. The field is hard to believe without seeing 
it, so I won’t go into boring detail, but it’s 1,500 long, 600 feet wide 
and smooth as a golf fairway throughout. 

There are CONSTANTLY at least 6 planes in the air from 9-6: 
they have an elegant green-paddle-red-paddle traffic system to keep 
the patterns full. WWI pilots put SIXTEEN giant scale birds in the 
air simultaneously this year and they try to increase that number every 
year. Thursday and Friday were awesome this year, but Saturday and 
Sunday were rained out, so I got home early.
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3)      Radcliffe, IA: yeah, right here at home, 33 miles from my house. Dwayne Fosseen, the Big Kahuna of local 
bomber dudes (or national, for that matter) has a very nice little 600 ft private runway near Radcliffe where he hosts 
a poorly advertised invitational Fly-In in late August or early Sept. He has some Lake City helicopter friends who are 
Futaba pro’s and routinely show up to defy the Laws of Physics, and the bomber shows that Dwayne and Frank put 
on are unmatched in many larger events
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The upside to event-hopping is you get an immersion experience in RC: eating and playing and staying in the same motels with 
guys as passionate as you are about it. Many of these pilots are nationally, even World-renowned and they have a lot to teach and are 
usually very open to conversation and dumb questions if you just mix in a little flattery. Dave and Greg and Rich and others and I 
have developed new levels of camaraderie and achievement within our small club based on these experiences. It’s impossible to 
describe or evoke the thrill of (for example) Greg finally getting his “Rocket Corsair” with DA-85 tuned up and fueled up and 
embarrassing the turbine jets one day at Owatonna

The downside is it requires planning and preparation and some $’s. Sometimes I feel like all my flying at Cambridge is more like 
practice for Owatonna, etc., but it does motivate me to prep and practice more. Sharing motel rooms and groceries, we find 
Owatonna costs us about $100/day, plus about $100 gas for the round trip. That’s a cheap vacation!

The mental hurdle to event flying is a natural fear of embarrassing yourself in front of 100 pilots, but skill levels vary and I 
estimate that only half of them are better than I am, and everybody knows that EVERYBODY CRASHES EVENTUALLY, and 
there’s no finger-pointing. Also, there is a learning curve to flying with 5-6 other planes constantly in the air, for example, audio 
feedback is precious scarce and you have to learn to fly without ears sometimes. This learning curve can be softened by carefully 
waiting until after-hours or Sundays to fly while you’re starting. I, too, sat on my hands the first couple of years, but eventually 
progressed to the pinnacle of achievement: in 2011 I won the prestigious Penetration Award at Owatonna for the flyer involved (by 
pilots’ vote) in the most spectacular and/or expensive “un-intended flight into terrain.” There were some really big RC names carved 
into the trophy above my name, and because it’s a family magazine, I won’t describe the shape of the trophy

Anyway, there’s almost always a few of your fellow club members planning such trips. Speak up and get on the list to make travel 
and lodging plans well in advance. Some venues like Owatonna and Cedar Rapids are plenty close to make it a day trip if you can’t 
spare a whole 4-day weekend, and if you just come up and spend the day flying or watching, you’re always welcome in the Iowa Boys 
Tent City.

For example, Owatonna is August 10-13, 2017 and we already have motel reservations. Tell the family you have to go save a life 
that weekend.

Yours,

Mark Taylor
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For pre-registration or Auction questions 
contact: 
 
Ray Pick  
Modelaires Auction 
2502 SW 38th St. 
Ankeny, Ia.  50023-9697 
(515) 964-1408  
RPICK37681@AOL.COM 

AUCTION INFORMATION 
x Buyer Nbr. - $5 Registration Fee (No 

fee for Sellers 
x To pre-register items, send item 

descriptions, and minimum bid to 
address below.  Pre-registration 
information may be picked up at the 
auction site. 

x Items sold in order of registration 
x $5 minimum (group items 

accordingly) 
x Items with no minimum bid sold to 

highest bidder 
x 10% fee on all items sold ($2 

minimum) 
x No “No Sale” fee 
x Fast computerized check in and check 

out 
x All items must be removed after the 

auction 
x Credit Cards – 4% Processing Fee 

 
SWAP MEET INFORMATION 

x $10/table  
x Setup at 8am 
x Non-sold items may be entered in 

auction 
x Send pre-registration to Auction 

Contact 
 
FOOD AVAILABLE ON SITE 
 
   

RRR///CCC   AAAUUUCCCTTTIIIOOONNN   aaannnddd      SSSWWWAAAPPP   MMMEEEEEETTT   
SSSAAATTTUUURRRDDDAAAYYY   OOOCCCTTTOOOBBBEEERRR   888,,,   222000111666   

Doors open 8A.M.  Swap Meet 8:30A.M. – 10:00A.M. 
Auction starts at 10:30AM    

WWW.DESMOINESMODELAIRES.COM 
OUR LADY'S IMMACULATE HEART  
510 E. 1ST ST,  ANKENY, IA.  50021 
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From the Rockwell Collins Model Aviators 

   Fly this year, with the “Rockwell Collins Model Aviators” 
in our second season of AMA Sanctioned, Slope Soaring 
Special Events.  This year of 2016, the RCMA is hosting 3, 
AMA sanctioned, Sailplane Fun Fly events, in downtown 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  Experience the silence and magic of 
motorless flight with your own r/c, sailplane.  On any given 
day, you may soar the sky, from any point of the compass, 
from the top of the "Linn County Solid Waste" Landfill, in 
downtown Cedar Rapids, Iowa.   Thanks to the hospitality 
of LCSW, the RCMA can offer this beautiful and truly 
unique flying experience that you won’t want to miss.

  Please feel free to reply to this message so that I can be 
relatively certain this e-mail traffic is being received.

   Thank you,
Robert W. Wendel  | CD AMA 6179
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The Central Iowa Aeromodelers 
http://centraliowaaeromodelers.weebly.com/index.html 

This club has been established to promote all facets of the hobby/sport of 
model aviation and to provide assistance and fellowship for its members. AMA Charter 2091. 

For information about modeling or this club contact: 

  Craig Krueger - President 231-7047 rcflyer02@gmail.com 
  Mark Taylor - Vice President 232-0848 mktaylor145@earthlink.net 
  Kent Woods - Treasurer 232-8180 woods229@msn.com  
  Dave Popelka  - Field Marshall 515-231-8924 dmpopelka@gmail.com  
  Dennis Goodrich  - Secretary / Newsletter 505-0408 dennyginia@yahoo.com 
  Dave Sult - Safety Officer 490-4662 wings4fun60@gmail.com 

2016 Central Iowa Aeromodelers Membership Form 
Annual Dues:  Open Member   $70  - Any Open AMA member.  

 Student   $35  - Full time college undergrad/school student of any capability  
 Family Membership   $70  - Includes spouse and all in household 18 & under. 
 Newsletter Subscription   $10 -  For non members only. 

NO REFUNDS ON DUES PAID 
THESE DUES ARE ADDITIONAL TO ACADEMY OF MODEL AERONAUTICS MEMBERSHIP 

https://www.modelaircraft.org/joinrenew.aspx
All except newsletter subscription require proof of current Academy of Model Aeronautics membership. 

Make checks payable to  Central Iowa Aeromodelers. Mail to: Kent Woods, 4709 Twain St., Ames IA  50014. 
Please note reason for payment. 

 Name: _______________________________________________________         
 Today's Date: ______________            AMA No:__________________    
 Address:_____________________________________________________  
 City: ________________________________ State: _________ Zip: __________   
 Email Address: ________________________________________________   
 Telephone: (____) ____-_________  R/C Channels You Use:  ___, ___, ___ 

CIRCLE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY(S): 
 OPEN              STUDENT                        FAMILY              NEWSLETTER 

Comments to the 
Editor 

Any comments 
concerning this issue of 

the Sunbeam can be 
made via email  

to Denny Goodrich at 
dennyginia@yahoo.com.  

You can also call: 
(515) 292-6326.

http://dlgoodri.public.iastate.edu/page5.html
http://centraliowaaeromodelers.weebly.com/index.html
mailto:horn@huxcomm.net
mailto:mktalor145@earthlink.net
mailto:woods229@msn.com
mailto:woods229@msn.com
mailto:dennyginia@netscape.net
mailto:wings4fun@iowatelecom.net
https://www.modelaircraft.org/joinrenew.aspx
mailto:dennyginia@yahoo.com
http://dlgoodri.public.iastate.edu/page5.html
http://centraliowaaeromodelers.weebly.com/index.html
mailto:horn@huxcomm.net
mailto:mktalor145@earthlink.net
mailto:woods229@msn.com
mailto:woods229@msn.com
mailto:dennyginia@netscape.net
mailto:wings4fun@iowatelecom.net
https://www.modelaircraft.org/joinrenew.aspx
mailto:dennyginia@yahoo.com

