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Club Calendar

May 14 Flying and Meeting at the field.
Meeting at 7:00, 
so come out to fly beforehand.

Andrew will be bringing a gas grill to the field 
for the next meeting (Tuesday the 14th)  He 
intends to fire up the grill to make hotdogs or 
burgers or whatever anyone wants to bring for 
the rest of the meetings at the field this year. 
Bring your own drink and table service, maybe 
something to share, too? Rain or shine, Andrew 
will be bringing hotdogs for the 14th.

Like us on FaceBook! 
Join the group, make a reasonable comment,

upload a photo!

The Sunbeam
President’s Column 

Mark Taylor
Almost by definition, spring is here, because I first cut the grass/
dandelions six days ago. Tom did an excellent trimming job at a speed 
that made me suspect he’s a pro.

As I’ve bragged before, we now have two good working mowers, a 
Weedwhacker, and a secure place to put them.

It would be nice to have a team of half a dozen people or so, with 
some potential substitutes (everybody needs a strong bench, in the 
NBA and on the flight field), signed up for at least a month or two in 
advance so that the burden of mowing the field every week doesn’t fall 
to a few heroic individuals. Team applications accepted

We also have a nice clean, functional porta potty just installed this 
week, which costs about $70 per month and has so far been privately 
sponsored by a couple of club members. So, think of them every time 
the potty saves you from a hasty run to town, and if you find yourself 
thinking you’ve done your share to support the club this year, consider 
yourself probably wrong.

If you ever find yourself trying to think of ways to help the club, 
always think “Patch the Runway.” It’s simple and easy with the tough 
black Flex Tape and you will always get runway priority over anybody 
who wants to fly. Also, if you really believe you’ve never put a hole in 
the runway, then I would like to shake your hand, if only to disbelieve 
you.

(President con’t on Page 2)
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(President con’t from Page 1)

Andrew and Wayne deserve Air Medals for setting up tandem “group 
contact” vectors for rapid communication among most of the active 
pilots in the club, in my opinion, critical to increasing training, 
camaraderie and crowd numbers, especially on suddenly pretty days 
like yesterday (May 10) when you’re only one little text tone away from 
having several good friends out at the field with you. There is no 
implied preference of text versus email technique, we just have both to 
maximally include people who use one or the other but perhaps not 
both. In addition to group invites whenever you’re heading out to the 
field, these formats are great for telling stories or showing pictures 
after the events of the day. We would ask that you use standard 
etiquette, i.e. no texts before 7 AM or after 10 PM and avoid any 
content you wouldn’t want your seven-year-old daughter to read. 
Sometimes, events of the day might require violation of those rules, 
and I certainly have no compunctions against that, just do it privately 
with people you know won’t be offended or awakened.

Next Month: KLUDGE, and how to resist its EVIL effects on your 
aviation/life success. Personal true stories will be gratefully received 
and duly referenced.

Mark Taylor

Photos by Tom Carey

We have an email group!  If you'd like to get more frequent / 
candid updates on the comings and goings at the field please 
consider joining our email group.  For many folks this works 
better to share photos, stories, etc. than the text messaging 
group.  
To be enrolled send an email to andrew.albinger@gmail.com 
and Andrew will get you electronically invited to the list.  

mailto:andrew.albinger@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.albinger@gmail.com
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The Scrap Bin 

by Denny Goodrich
Last  year  I  bought  Chuck  Wilson’s 

planes, as he has had to stop flying. Two of 
them are 40-size pattern planes. A Sterling 
Rimfire that  was not  quite  complete,  and 
an El Gringo. Both are set up for K&B 40’s. 
Not  having  a  working  one  I  went  on  an 
eBay buying spree getting several so I have 
some parts  to  work with,  if  nothing  else. 
Well, most of them looked kind of shabby, 
all tarnished and stained and all. So,, how to 
make aluminum look like it came from the 
factory?

While  searching  on  the  internet  for 
pol ishing  a luminum,  I  noticed  that 
“cleaning”  was  also  another  search  term. 
After  seeing  the  caustic  acids  sometimes 
used for polishing, I realized that cleaning 
was what I was after. 

The  video  on  Youtube  that  I  found 
most  appealing  was  about  using  Bar 
Keeper’s  Friend  to  scrub  aluminum.  The 
only proviso mentioned was not to use on 
cadmium  plated  items  as  this  contains 
Boric  acid.   By  the  way,  Simple  Green  is 
hazardous  to  magnesium  items.  Some 
engines  have  magnesium parts  embedded, 
so, beware.

Here are a few pics to show you it is not 
hard  to  get  good  results  from  the  Bar 
Keeper’s Friend, a toothbrush, Skotchbrite 
pad  and  a  pointed  bamboo  stick  for 
scraping at detail areas. Keep it away from 
openings,  plug  them,  or  disassemble 
completely.  A mask would be good, too. I 
found  myself  leaning  in  close  sometimes 
and could smell (or taste?) it slightly.

Un de-tarnished!
After Simple Green 
and ScotchBrite pad.

Detailing remains.

Finished product.

Polished with 
rubbing compound 

and Dremel.

Cleaned with 
Bar Keeper’s Friend 

and toothbrush.

Clean or 
polish your 
aluminum 

parts to look 
good again!
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Mower and Container Fundraising Campaign

We had a debt to retire. Spontaneous donations made a big dent.

We got YOUR participation.

Thank You One and All!

$3,800

Renew your AMA 

membership!

$7,700
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The Central Iowa Aeromodelers 
http://centraliowaaeromodelers.weebly.com/index.html 

This club has been established to promote all facets of the hobby/sport of 
model aviation and to provide assistance and fellowship for its members. AMA Charter 2091. 

For information about modeling or this club contact: 

  Mark Taylor -President 232-0848 mktaylor145@earthlink.net 

  Craig Kreuger -Vice President 231-7047 rcflyer02@gmail.com 
  Andrew Albinger -Safety Officer 515 203-9495 andrew.albinger@gmail.com 
  Dave Popelka  -Treasurer 515- 231-8924 dmpopelka@gmail.com  
  Dennis Goodrich  -Secretary / Newsletter 505-0408 dennyginia@yahoo.com 
  Wayne Hauber -Field Marshall 291-0300 wjhauber@gmail.com 

2019 Central Iowa Aeromodelers Membership Form 
Annual Dues:   Open Member          $100  - Any Open AMA member.  
  Student   $  35  - Full time college undergrad/school student of any capability  
 Family Membership       $100  - Includes spouse and all in household 18 & under. 
 Newsletter Subscription  $ 10 -  For non members only. 

NO REFUNDS ON DUES PAID 
THESE DUES ARE ADDITIONAL TO ACADEMY OF MODEL AERONAUTICS MEMBERSHIP 

https://www.modelaircraft.org/joinrenew.aspx
All except newsletter subscription require proof of current Academy of Model Aeronautics membership. 

Make checks payable to  Central Iowa Aeromodelers. Mail to: Dave Popelka, 1616 Amherst Dr., Ames IA  50014. 
Please note reason for payment. 

 Name: _______________________________________________________         
 Today's Date: ______________            AMA No:__________________    
 Address:_____________________________________________________  
 City: ________________________________ State: _________ Zip: __________   
 Email Address: ________________________________________________   
 Telephone: (____) ____-_________  R/C Channels You Use:  ___, ___, ___ 

CIRCLE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY(S): 
 OPEN              STUDENT                        FAMILY              NEWSLETTER 

Comments to the 
Editor 

Any comments 
concerning this issue of 

the Sunbeam can be 
made via email  

to Denny Goodrich at 
dennyginia@yahoo.com.  

You can also call: 
(515) 292-6326.

http://dlgoodri.public.iastate.edu/page5.html
http://centraliowaaeromodelers.weebly.com/index.html
mailto:mktalor145@earthlink.net
mailto:horn@huxcomm.net
mailto:woods229@msn.com
mailto:dennyginia@yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:wjhauber@gmail.com?subject=
https://www.modelaircraft.org/joinrenew.aspx
mailto:dennyginia@yahoo.com
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